
 Page 1 
 

BONNET SHORES FIRE DISTRICT 
Combined Policy List Creation Workshop and Monthly Council Meeting  

Agenda2 
Wednesday, March 18, 2026 

 

Date/Time Wednesday, March 18, 2026  
• Policy List Creation & Prioritization Workshop 6:30pm – 7:00pm  
• Monthly Council Meeting – 7:00pm – 9:30pm 

Place: Bonnet Shores Fire District Community Center - 130 Bonnet Shores Road, Narragansett, RI 
Zoom1: Virtual access is being provided only as a convenience and is not an official “location” 

where access to the meeting is guaranteed. If any technical, host, or operator issues arise 
with Zoom, the meeting will still proceed. Therefore, being physically present at the 
meeting is the only way to guarantee complete and uninterrupted access to the meeting. 
 
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87424760778 
 
Cut & Paste URL Method: If you are having trouble with the above link, please cut and 
paste the below into your browser or visit the BSFD Website Calendar. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZMpde2vqDstHdxnsRozM4PjYX0cfJL8orp-
/ics?icsToken=DFhsZs8sP6wJlqrjXQAALAAAAGeDqFjrFPT85-
IfzNzW1iZi5RYThaHA714fdgkeu6RMPw0azVIfE-
y2nm5xfsJdDE0w0Mt3mOEeE3_jgzAwMDAwMQ&meetingMasterEventId=OxIoTSj2TQuIUuOB
TwIqDA 

Designated area for 
recording/ 
photography 

To preserve order and decorum, and to avoid interfering with the ability of spectators to see 

and hear, any members of the public video recording or photographing the meeting should 

do so from the designated area. 

 

Policy List Creation & Prioritization Workshop 
 
Call To Order 

• Pledge of Allegiance 
• Moment of Silence  

 
Appointment of Acting Clerk if required - Motion, discussion, and vote to appoint an acting clerk from among 
the Council members in attendance for purposes of the workshop session only, if required. 

 
POLICY LIST CREATION and PRIORITIZATION WORKSHOP AGENDA 
 

• Welcome 

• Objectives – To develop and prioritize a comprehensive list of policy topics to guide the creation of 

robust, well-informed policies through future workshops, in accordance with the Council’s vote at the 

February 18, 2026 Monthly Council Meeting. 

• Open Discussion: Facilitate a structured discussion to identify, refine, and prioritize a comprehensive list 

of policy topics for future development. The Council will consider proposed topics, discuss scope and 

relevance, and formally vote to establish priority areas for upcoming policy workshops. 

• Next Steps – Next Steps will be determined in consideration of the outcomes of the above open 

discussion including potential scheduling and structure of future policy workshops..  

• Adjourn Workshop 
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MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
 

Announcements: 

 

• Voting Rights Workshop: As approved at the February 18, 2026 Monthly Council Meeting and 

communicated on February 26th via eblast, there will be a public Voting Rights Workshop on April 2, 

2026 starting at 6:30pm at the Community Center. Community Members are invited to submit voting 

rights proposal ideas and present at the workshop. Presentations should be no longer than 15-20 minutes 

(including Q&A). Submissions can be sent to janeduran@bonnetshores.org by March 26, 2026 at 

12:00 noon. Agenda will follow after the deadline and posted in accordance with OMA notice 

requirements. 

 

Approval of the DRAFT Minutes from the:  

• 02/05/2026 Special Council Meeting  

• 02/18/2026 Monthly Council Meeting  

 

Urgent Business: 

 

Public Comment: Public comment is for in-person attendees only or at written request. Please approach the 

microphone, identify yourself including BSFD address. Limit 3 minutes.  

 

Reports / Updates: 

1. Treasurer Update 

2. Tax Collector Update/Report  

3. Land Trust Update  

4. BSFD Manager and Harbor Update/Report 

5. Social Activities Group Update 

6. Updates on new/pending legal matters if available – including a review of vendors and agreements 

involving the beach (security, maintenance, bus)  

New and Ongoing Business: 

7. Motion, discussion, revision, and possible vote to approve the Harbormaster job description as amended 

from the February 18, 2026 BSFD Monthly Meeting. (Tony Girardi) 

8. Motion, discussion and possible vote to approve members of the Harbormaster candidate search group 

that will make candidate recommendations to the BSFD Council. (Tony Girardi) 

9. Motion, discussion and possible vote on a Resolution to Remove the Chair and elect a replacement from 

its membership (Melissa Jenkins). Chair will have the ability to respond to allegations both verbally and in 

written format for the record (Leslie McKnight). 

10. Motion, discussion and possible vote on a waiver and release for those using the community center. (Faith 
LaSalle)  

11. Motion, discussion and possible vote on approving Kevin O'Brien to work with the district manager on 
reviewing existing maintenance contracts and/or policies so the current state is clearly understood and 
ideas can be discussed on potential areas for improvement.  Results will be documented and brought to 
the council at future date. (Kevin O’Brien) 

12. Motion, review/discussion and possible vote to approve which model of credit/debit card device (aka 
“Square device”) to purchase in an effort to pursue cashless transactions where possible as previously 
voted upon. (Leslie McKnight/Neal Prescott) 

13. Motion, discussion and possible vote to appoint a Moderator to preside at Council meetings to comply 
with Robert’s Rules. (Melissa Jenkins) 
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14. Motion, discussion, and possible vote to approve the date, time and location for the 2026 Annual Meeting 

(Jane Duran) 

15. Motion, discussion, and possible vote regarding the appropriate action to take in response to the Clerk’s 

statement that he will not approve proxy votes at the Annual Meeting/Election unless he receives either a 

court order or a legal opinion that he determines, in his discretion, to be satisfactory. (Jane Duran). 

16. Motion, discussion and possible vote on what surplus or rainy-day fund is recommended beyond the 
$140,000 currently in reserve and time period for accumulating the surplus. (Faith LaSalle) 

17. Motion, discussion and possible vote on content and distribution of draft fiscal responsibility bylaw on 

cap on tax increases, percent to be discussed, to community by eblast for feedback. (Faith LaSalle) 
18. Motion, discussion and possible vote regarding another fiscal responsibility bylaw provision allowing 

costs associated with a declared emergency (extreme weather events or catastrophic occurrences) or 
extraordinary capital purchases approved by the Council to be excluded from the tax increase cap. (Faith 

LaSalle) 
19. Motion, discussion and possible vote on proposed intergovernmental liaison role for M. Jenkins to 

monitor and report on municipal and state governmental actions that may affect the District. (Melissa 
Jenkins) 

20. Motion to discuss a debrief of proper protocols followed and impacts on the Blizzard of ’26 (Winter Storm 
Hernando) (Leslie McKnight/District Manager) 

21. Motion, discussion and possible vote to schedule a workshop to formulate an Emergency Preparedness 
Plan for flood, hurricane, power outage, snowstorm and other natural disaster readiness; to clarify the 
equipment available to the District; to jointly develop a plan to mobilize existing equipment and 
volunteers including the Land Trust trustees, fire wardens, tax collector/assessors and/or other 
volunteers who will be empowered to provide coordination and assistance for any emergency affecting 
Bonnet residents.  (Melissa Jenkins) 

22. Motion, discussion and possible vote on whether to place under Council review a policy review 
submission by Council Member Jenkins regarding committee functions under the Open Meetings Act and 
related municipal law including and an outline of Council Authority and Advisory Committee 
roles. (Melissa Jenkins) 
 
 

Motion to Adjourn 

 

1 Zoom Details 

Topic: BSFD Council Meeting Invitation 

Time: Mar 18, 2026 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

View meeting insights with Zoom AI Companion: https://us02web.zoom.us/launch/edl?muid=e75b7993-9ff0-41d5-a3ba-5f8d72a5f650 

Meeting ID: 874 2476 0778 

--- 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,87424760778# US (Washington DC) 

+13052241968,,87424760778# US 

 

Join instructions: https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/87424760778/invitations?signature=cXmAO_gm6UQNMQ5I7mAdzlH8VFNMurhl6mzuvuImH-M 

 
2 R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-6(b): Nothing contained herein shall prevent a public body, other than a school committee, from adding items to the agenda for 

discussion purposes only, if the added item was not known or could not have been reasonably known 48 hours in advance of the meeting; provided, 

however, that the public body may not vote on the added item. 
2 ADA Accommodations: The BSFD is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for individuals with disabilities. Anyone requiring an 

accommodation is encouraged to contact the District Manager at least 48 hours before the meeting to allow adequate preparation. Requests received after 

that time will be addressed to the extent reasonably practicable. 
2 Disclaimer: Written materials that may be referenced or distributed by individual Council members in connection with agenda items are the submissions 

of those individual members and are not official communications or findings of the Bonnet Shores Fire District Council unless formally adopted by vote of 

the Council. The publicly posted agenda is intended to satisfy the notice requirements of Rhode Island General Laws § 42-46-6. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/87424760778/invitations?signature=cXmAO_gm6UQNMQ5I7mAdzlH8VFNMurhl6mzuvuImH-M

